


 

September 4, 2012 

 
 Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Inc. 

 4030 W. Braker Lane, Suite 325 512-821-2765 

 Austin, TX 78759 FAX 512-821-2724 

Marilyn Long, Project Manager 
TCEQ Superfund Section, MC-136 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 

Re: Rockwool Industries, Inc. / Belton, Site # SUP033, Drainage Maintenance Letter Report 
 
Dear Ms. Long: 

This letter summarizes the drainage maintenance work activities at the above named site that were 
performed in August 2012 by Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Inc. (DBS&A) under TCEQ 
Contract No. 582-10-91051, Work Order # 248-0058-1.  The purpose of this field mobilization 
was to conduct field oversight of the maintenance activities of the drainage system associated with 
the capped containment cell, detention pond, and drainage swale from the detention pond to the 
FM93 culvert.  Field notes of these field oversight activities are provided in Attachment 1.  
Photographic documentation of the maintenance activity is provided in Attachment 2.  A waste 
disposal manifest for the purge water generated during groundwater sampling activities and the 
disposal ticket for the debris removed from the site as part of the drainage cleanout activities is 
provided in Attachment 3. 

Site Background  

In 2010, the TCEQ contracted DBS&A to perform O&M activities in the form of semi-annual 
groundwater monitoring and other inspection and maintenance tasks outlined below to ensure the 
continued protectiveness of the selected remedy at the Rockwool Industries, Inc. Federal 
Superfund Site located at 1741 Taylors Valley Road, Belton, Bell County, Texas.  Figure 1 (Site 
Location Map) of this report presents a map illustrating the location of the RWI facility and the 
surrounding area.    

The RWI Site includes an approximately 100-acre tract of land in a primarily industrial area 
located one quarter mile east of Interstate 35 in Bell County.  The RWI Site is bounded to the north 
by the Leon River and to the south and west by Nolan Creek.  East Belton Cemetery and other 
commercial and undeveloped private properties lie to the west of the RWI Site and light industrial 
properties lie to the east. 

Former consultants for the project executed the remedial action (RA) at the RWI Site as defined in 
the ROD and in accordance with the accepted remedial design (RD).  The RA consisted of 
activities utilized to eliminate human and ecological exposure to contaminated waste emanating 
from the RWI Site.  Such processes included drainage improvement activities, waste and soil 
excavation and removal and the placement of clay and topsoil caps over the contaminated areas.  
The clay/topsoil covered areas were marked and surveyed for institutional control and replanted 
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with vegetative cover.  The RA also consisted of the construction and capping of a containment 
cell designed to contain excavated waste from all areas of the RWI Site. 

Site inspections conducted during July 2012 identified several areas of the site that needed 
drainage maintenance work. 

MATCON Cell Drainage Cleanout and Rip-rap Install 

DBS&A and subcontractors mobilized to the site on August 13, 2012 to begin drainage 
maintenance operations.  The equipment utilized during the maintenance activities included a John 
Deere 544K front-end loader, a Komatsu 39PX bulldozer, an IHI 80VX compact excavator, and a 
Bobcat skidsteer.  Mowing at the site by the City of Belton had been completed prior to beginning 
the drainage maintenance activities.  Weather during the week of August 13 varied ranging from 
hot and breezy at the beginning of the week to heavy rain on August 18th.     

DBS&A personnel conducted daily Health and Safety meetings prior to commencing site activities 
and all personnel present each day signed the Health and Safety Plan.  All personnel had the 
appropriate safety equipment and were dressed adequately for the weather conditions.   

Clearing of drainage swales was conducted utilizing both the bulldozer and the excavator.  The 
storm water pond was cleared of vegetative growth and debris as was the inlet and outlet of the 
pond drainage overflow pipe.  Excess dirt and grass, including some geo-netting, was piled in the 
outside corner of the berms to the northwest of the drainage retention pond and southeast of the 
MATCON.   

Rip-rap rock was staged on-site north of the MATCON cell on existing concrete slabs which 
minimized wasting riprap rock that may have been mixed with soils had the rocks been staged on 
dirt.   During drainage swale cleaning, areas of the side berms were strengthened in the pond and 
pond drainage swale.  The areas around the inlet and outlet of pond overflow culvert were cleared, 
and the berms reinforced.  TCEQ and City of Belton representatives visited the site and expressed 
the following concerns: 

1. The geo-netting debris that was being removed from the drainage areas needed to be 
removed off-site or properly buried in the excess dirt pile; 

2. The new geotextile needed to be anchored to the edge of the MATCON cap; 

DBS&A and Alamo1 addressed the concerns as follows: 

1. Exposed geo-netting debris was removed from the excess dirt pile, staged, and placed into 
a roll-off box which was properly disposed of off-site. 

2. Landscaping fabric staples were installed to anchor the geotextile in place. 
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Installation of the new geotextile fabric in the drainage swale around the MATCON cell began on 
August 16th.  Landscaping staples were placed at approximately 5-foot intervals to anchor the top 
of the fabric to the soil at the edge of the MATCON cell prior to placing rip-rap on top of the 
fabric.  Rip-rap was placed from the bottom of the drainage swale up to both the edge of the 
MATCON cell and to the top of the outside berm. 

Additional rip-rap was placed around the interior of the retention pond and around both the inlet 
and outlet of the pond overflow pipe.  Rip-rap was also installed in the drainage swale below the 
retention pond in the drainage swale draining to FM93 to facilitate vehicle crossing. 

Clean soil from south of the pond was scraped and utilized to cover and contour the excess soil 
pile on August 18th.  The excess soil pile was also compacted using the loader.  Heavy rains in the 
area provided an opportunity to observe the drainage controls in action.  Flowing water was 
observed in all the swales and from the pond outlet straight to the FM-93 culverts.  About one (1) 
foot of standing water was observed in the pond.  Some ponding of water was noted near the 
vehicle crossing area.  The heavy equipment created substantial ruts on site while working during 
the rain.  After the site dried out, Alamo1 utilized a skid steer loader to smooth out any ruts on 
August 27th. 

DBS&A met with Alamo1 representatives at the site on August 27th to inspect the work done.  
Exposed plastic geo-netting debris was pulled out of the dirt and placed in plastic trash bags for 
off-site disposal.  A skid steer loader was utilized to level the ruts in the road that remained.  A 
section of rip-rap rock had eroded from the inside slope of the MATCON drainage during the 
previous rain event.  Additional rip-rap rock was placed in the area reinforcing it against further 
erosion. 

Summary 

Drainage maintenance activities as specified in TCEQ Work Order No. 248-0058 have been 
properly completed.  Approximately 54,000 sq. ft. of land was cleared/cleaned out and 
approximately 32,000 sq. ft. of land had rip-rap installed after clearing.  Figure 1 depicts the 
cleared and rip-rap areas. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
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Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  The retention pond being cleared of 3 

small trees and vegetation (looking SE). 

 

 

Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Swale along the southern edge of the 

landfill cap (looking W). 

 

Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  The edge of the landfill cap, typical.   

 

Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Initial scraping of the retention pond, 

and the first accumulations of the plastic landscaping 

netting (looking SE). 
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Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Cleared pond, including the outlet 

culvert (looking E). 

 

 

Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  The retention pond (looking SE). 

 

Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Drainage swale (looking SE). 

 

 

Date: August 13, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Excess soil, vegetation, and landscape 

netting, piled between the retention pond and the 

southeastern corner of the landfill (looking E). 
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Date: August 14, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Southern edge of the MATCON cap, 

previously installed reinforcements (looking NW). 

 

 

Date: August 14, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  MATCON cap edge, typical. 

 

Date: August 14, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Scraping vegetation from the swale on 

the north side of the MATCON cap (looking E). 

 

 

Date: August 15, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Retention pond outlet before further 

contouring and installation of rip-rap (looking W). 
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Date: August 16, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Installation of filter fabric on south edge 

of the cap, using landscaping staples (looking W). 

 

 

Date: August 16, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  First load of rip-rap on the filter fabric 

(looking SW). 

 

Date: August 16, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Installed thickness of rip-rap, typical. 

 

Date: August 16, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap installation over reinforced area 

(looking W). 
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Date: August 16, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap on the drainage swale on the 

south edge of the landfill cap (looking W).   

 
Date: August 16, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap on the drainage swale on the 

north edge of the landfill cap (looking E).   

 

 

Date: August 17, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap truck crossing for the swale 

between the retention pond and the FM 93 culverts 

(looking S).  

 

 

Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap at the southern entrance to the 

property (looking S).  

 



 

 

 

Drainage Maintenance Report 

Rockwool Industries, Inc. / Belton 

 Contract No. 582-10-91051/Work Order No. 248-0058 

Page 6 of 7  

08/31/2012 

 
 

 

  

D a n i e l  B .  S t e p h e n s  &  A s s o c i a t e s ,  I n c .  

 

 

 

Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap on the southeast berm of the 

retention pond, around the culvert (looking NW). 

 

Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Removal of plastic landscaping netting 

from the excess soil stockpile (looking SE). 

 

 

Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Stormwater flowing down the drainage 

swale toward FM 93 culvert (looking S). 

 

Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Stormwater flowing from the edge of the 

property toward the FM 93 culverts (looking SE). 
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Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Rip-rap around the retention pond berms 

and at the MATCON cap swale outlet (looking SE). 

 

Date: August 18, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Sara Eatman 

Description:  Excess soil stockpile, compacted with 

plastic netting removed (looking SE). 

 

 

 

Date: August 27, 2012 

Photo Taken By:  Billy Gamblin 

Description:  Contoured excess soil stockpile (looking 

E). 

 

 

 



 

 

Attachment 3 

 

Waste Manifest 
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